












Salem Area Mass Transit District 

Board of Directors Meeting (November 19, 2020) 

Public Comments: West Salem Neighborhood Association 

My name is Nick Fortey and I am the Traffic, Transit and Infrastructure committee chair for the 
West Salem Neighborhood Association. We have a few comments to offer for tonight’s Board 
meeting, all of which are related to the performance reports. 

Item H2 – Performance Report 

This informational item covers the performance report for the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2021.  
The report includes well-recognized transit agency performance measures such as daily average 
revenue hours, daily average revenue miles, daily average rides, and fares.  We support these 
metrics but would strongly encourage inclusion of metrics which evaluate “opportunity” such 
as equity and service distribution measures across the District’s broad service area.  Transit is 
about transportation but it is also about connection and community. The expansion of metrics 
broadens the description of the totality of the impact of transit and would assist us as a 
neighborhood association in better understanding the delivery and needs of transit.  This better 
positions us for involvement in the forthcoming Our Salem discussions and follow-on 
Transportation System Plan development.  

Item H3 – Trip Choice Report 

Three items in this report lead to comments 

Edgewater market outreach 

First, we would like to express our deep appreciation for the sponsorship of the bicycle repair 
events at the Edgewater Farmers Market.  Trip Choice conducted this effort in coordination 
with the Safe Routes to School Program, Northwest Hub, Salem Leadership Foundation, and the 
Edgewater partnership.  The number of bikes repaired, as shown in the report is indeed 
impressive.  But this simple number belies the importance this activity has had for our 
community.  The service encouraged individuals at the Market to return with kids and bicycles 
for the free repair and check-up, encouraged interest in the Market, increased knowledge of 
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the Safe Routes to School Program, helped expand knowledge of biking opportunities in the 
area, and increased awareness of regional transit service.  To build upon our earlier theme, 
thank you for supporting transit and transportation options and for building communities. 

Telework 

Second, the report discusses efforts on building a telework toolkit.  We are excited to see this 
effort come to fruition.  Trip reduction efforts would have a real benefit for better managing 
traffic on key arterials in West Salem.  We would encourage continued outreach and work with 
the State of Oregon, as a major employer in Salem, to evaluate opportunities for further 
expanding telework opportunities. 

Ride Salem Bike Share 

Finally, we encourage efforts to continue with the bike share program.  We appreciate the 
challenges due to the provider going out of business and insurance funding issues but see this 
program as an important component of a broad, robust and inclusive transportation system. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  

Nick Fortey 

West Salem Neighborhood Association 
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